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Mithraicism and so many otlier forms of belief to
which, it has not been given to conquer time, Chris-
tianity would have disappeared at the end of three
or four hundred years. Democracy is sometimes
eminently creative; bnt it is on condition that out
of it are evolved conservative and aristocratic insti-
tutions which prevent the indefinite prolongation of
the revolutionary fever.

This is the true miracle of nascent Christianity.
It evolved order, hierarchy, authority, obedience
from the voluntary subjection of wills: it organized
the crowd; it disciplined anarchy. What effected
this miracle, which astonishes us quite otherwise
than pretended infringements of the laws of physical
nature ? It was the spirit of Jesus, strongly grafted
into his disciples; the spirit of sweetness, of self-
abnegation, of forgetfulness of the present; that
unique pursuit of inward joys which kills ambition;
that preference boldly given to childhood; those
words perpetually repeated as from the lips of Jesus,
"And whosoever will be chief among you, let him
bo your servant." The impression left by the apos-
tles contributed hardly less to the same result. The